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Rusk County Environmental Challenge Program

Since 2007 approximately 9,000 cubic yards of rock 
and nearly 5,000 trees, root balls and brush bundles 
have been placed on the lakebed of the Dairyland 
Reservoir.  The efort represents one of the largest 
and most unique fisheries habitat improvement 
projects in the history of Wisconsin. Spring 
electrofishing surveys of the Reservoir (conducted 
by Dairyland Power Cooperative staff from 2009 
through 2013) showed that electrofishing catch 
rates for bluegill, black crappie, smallmouth bass, 
walleye and yellow perch were at least two times 
greater than catch rates for similar surveys 
conducted prior to the habitat improvement work.
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